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was raised. But this was by no means all. He had now to
defend Arcot until relief came. With two hundred and
thirty men he held on for fifty days, though he had to
defend two breaches, the one of fifty and the other of ninety
feet, against an army of ten thousand men. From the suc-
cessful defence of Arcot, as Macaulay says, dates the renown
of the British arms in the East. We had shown that we were
not mere pedlars but fighters as well. Further successes
led to the triumph of the British candidate in the Carnatic,
and in 1754 Dupleix was recalled. Yet, as in Canada, the
struggle was not over; and the Seven Years' War was to
prove as important for its effects in India as for those in
Canada.

3  THE SEVEN YEARS' WAR
The Seven Years' War did not begin formally till 1756.
outbreak But, as we have seen, hostilities between Great Britain and
0 YeaA* France had occurred in America and in India long before
WflT*
(1756) the war broke out in Europe. The capture and defence of
Arcot by Clive occurred in 1751, the English attacks on Fort
Duquesne began in 1754, whilst in 1755 hostilities spread
to the sea, on which the British captured two French men-
of-war carrying soldiers to Canada. Finally, in the early
months of 1756 the French attacked Minorca; and with
this last event war was regularly declared between the two
countries.
It was not only, however, the rivalry between France and
Rivalry of Great Britain that brought about the war, but also that be-
^and tween Austria and Prussia.  Maria Theresa had no intention
118     of allowing Frederick to retain Silesia;  she felt its loss so
keenly that she could not see a native of that country, it
was said, without weeping.   The only question was as to
the partners which the rival powers would take.   In the
War of the Austrian Succession the allies on each side had
been dissatisfied with one another.   For this and for other